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Stedfaſtneſs to the PxOTBESTANTRELIGION| 
and to the RING, Recommended upon the 
Alarm of an Invaſion from Sweden. 


_ IN A 


SERMON 


Preach'd ar 


RIchMOND, Sunday March 24. and 


at Ry GATE, Thurſday March 28. the Day of 
General ASSIZE for the County of Surry. 


Before the Honourable 


Mr. Juſtice Do RME R. 


| In which, 
1ſt. The Principles of the Church of England, 


Independency upon the State conſider'd, and the Power 
of the Keys, ſo far as the pretends to it, explain'd, in 
Oppoſition to the Principles of the pretended Nonjuring 
Cbürch. 1 

14% Who the Promorets of the Swediſh Invaſion are ; 
+ 2 what End they do it, and how they are to be diſ- 
covered. 


ties, If it ſucceeds. « 


By CHARLES LAM IRE, M.A. Miniſter 

of St. Catherine-Cree-Church, and Lecturer of Al. 

_ Hallows Barkin: | 6 
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Vincent Sheppard, Eſq; 
High- Sheriff of the County of Surry. 


Sir William Jollyfe, Nut. Gilbert Douglaſs, Eſq; 
Nicholas Carew, Eſq; William Lyme, Gent. 
Lemyng Rebow, Eſq; Ralph Drake, Gent. 
George Ballard, E.; Henry Johnſon, Gene. 
Edward Thurland, E/); Robert Heathfield, Gent. 
Chriſtopher Buckle, Eſq; John Green, Gent. 
Thomas Williams, E/q; | John Wyatt, Gent. 
Charles Noden, Eſq; John Parker, Gent. 
William Pellott, E/q; George Pottinger, Gent. 
Roger Peck, EV; | | 


Gentlemen, 
S118 Compos'd and preach'd this Sermon with no o- 
I 


ther View, than to do Service to my Religion 
and my King; and therefore very readily 

* gave in to the Requeſt you honoured me with, 
to make it Publick, as the moſt proper way to come at 
the End propoſed. 

YOU will find in it an equal Sincerity and Zeal, 
and that Plainneſs, which only can make Sermons of 
this Nature uſeful to the common People, and guard the 
Preacher againſt thoſe Suſpicions, which the Modern 
way of the Pulpit expoſes him to. 

A Preacher certainly ſhould deliver himſelf boldly, 
and without a Veil ; Courage and Clearneſs are eſſential 
to him, and he that wants them at this Time, is a very 
indifferent Subject, and I am ſure no extraordinary Di- 
vine. A Sermon wrap'd up in Clouds and fill'd with 
artful Innuendo's, has no more Religion or Service in it 
than a Ballad, or the Harangues of a Mountebank, 
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DEDICATION. 


T am convinc'd, that the common People want only to 
be rightly inform d; and I know if they were fairly dealt 
by in this Particular, it would give a new Turn to their 
Tempers, and the Act to prevent Tumults and Riots 
mizht ſafely be repealed. 

WHERE the Fault lies 1 do not take upon me to ſay, 
I'm ſure, for my own Part, from the firſt Beginning of 
our Troubles, I have done my Duty, and I am as ſure, I 
ſhall go on to doit to theEnd of them ; and they that cannot 
Glory in this, would do rightly to prepare for the Shame 
that will certainly follow. 

IT 35 a very merry Objection that the Enemy throws 
out againſt me, (viz.) That I formerly held a Converſa- 
tion with Men of different Sentiments ; but in Truth I 
never did. For I withdrew immediately, as ſoon as I 
found them Quick with thoſe different Sentiments ; and 
to make the Breach irreconcilable, I refuſed, though 
often invated, to attend them in their Labour at Preſton. 
Wiſdom and Honour are the Foundations of real Friends 
ſhip, and when theſe moulder and periſh, the Super- 
ſtructure ſinks of courſe. 

IT would be very odd to attend my Companions head- 
long down the Preci ice of your Hill before Rygate, only 
becauſe I had Travelled with them to the Top of it. 

I have throughly weighed this Matter, and am ſatis- 
fied in my own Conſcience, that I am in the Right ; and 
I thank, God, I have all the Courage and Reſolution that 
a Man in this State of Apoſtacy, as it is called, ſhould 
carry about with him; and the Wrath that is gone out 
againſt me, as little affefts me as the Swellings of a 
Turkey-Cock , or the Growls of a Maſtiff muzzled and in 
Chains. 

AND being thus diſpos d, I ſhall give you frequent 
Confirmations of my Sincerity, and will take all Oppor- 
tunities of exerting my ſelf, that you may not repent, or 
be aſhamed of the Honour you have done, 


GENTLEMEN, 
To your moſt Obedient, 
and faithful Servant, 
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1 CoR. XV. 58. former Part. 
Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be ye 


ſtedſaſt and unmoveable, 
FR a2! cmploy'd in furniſhing his 


new Converts with pro- 
per Weapons, to defend 
themſelves againſt the ſe- 

— cret Machinations and o- 
pen Aſſaults of the Enemies of Chriſt; a 
formidable Number of which were con- 
federated together, either by Violence, 
Cruelty and Perſecution, to bring them 
back wholly to the Religion of their Fa- 
thers; or by philoſophical Diſputes and 
vain Words abate the Fer vour of their Per- 
ſeverance, and reconcile them to ſome 
Parts of it at leaſt: This Method, if ma- 
nag'd with good Addreſs, was look'd up- 
on as effectual by degrees to reinſtate them 
in the School of Moſes, if the other of Vio- 
lence ſhould fail to do it at once. 


1 AND 


h 
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Ax p indeed from both of them many 
of the earlieſt Chriſtians receiv'd Impreſ- 
ſions, which hinder'd much the Progreſs 
of Chriſtianity, and ſullied the Glory of 
its firſt Advances; and therefore St. Paul, 
with unuſual Vehemence, calls upon them, 
repeats the original Doctrine they had re- 
ceiv'd from him, confirms it with new 
Arguments, explains it by variety of Si- 
* = and ſhews the future Advanta- 

es of Perſeverance, the Greatneſs of which 
— illuſtrates with a peculiar Eloquence 
and Pathos; and in the Concluſion, the 
Truth of their Religion being ſo indiſpu- 
table, and the Advantages both here and 
hereafter to be deriv'd from it, fo much 
ſuperior to thoſe of any other Perſuaſion, 
he exhorts them that they would there- 


fore be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable. 


AN p in truth, Men, Brethren and Fa- 
thers, with an equal degree of Shame and 
Sorrow, the Miniſters of the Goſpel at 
this time find themſelves under the ſame 
unhappy Neceſſity with St. Paul, of ex- 
horting the People committed to their 
Care, to be ſtedfaſt in the Religion which 


they have embrac'd, | 


WIE differ only in the Object of our 
Fears : St. Paul had ſome uneaſy Appre- 
hentions, that his Diſciples might be 
wrought upon to return to the aboliſh'd 
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Rites of the Jews, or the Idolatry of the 
Heathens ; we are jealous that thoſe, over 
whom we are to look, may be enticed 
to return to the abo Rites of the Pa- 
piſts, to the Idolatry of the Church of 
Rome; a Change equally ſcandalous, and 
conſidering what God has done to raiſe, 
to improve, to eſtabliſh a Proteſtant 
Church in this Land, equally aſpleaſing 
in his Sight. 

SURE it will not be ſaid, that our Ap- 
prehenſions are vain, idle, and without 
juſt Occaſion, when the preſent untoward 
Genius of too many is rightly conlider'd : 
It is no vain Imagination, that ſome may 
fall away, when the Seducers are more 
numerous in our Nation than ever, skilPd 
throughly in all the Arts of beguiling, 
and under greater Encouragements, to our 
Reproach be it ſpoken, than they could 
ever have promis'd themſelves, or till aon 
have had the Impudence to hope for. It 
is not zale certainly, to be ſomewhat an- 
xious for the Proteſtant Religion, and en- 
deavour to deſend it from the Inroads of 
Popery, when ſome of its Clergy, and 
thoſe too not inferior Men, I bluſh in- 
deed to mention it, are ſo far advanc'd 
in their Reconciliation to it, as to hold 
the exploded Doctrines of Auricular Con- 
feſſion, Authoritative Abſolut ions, Benedi- 

B 2 ctions, 
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ions, and even a Power of an Irreverſi- 
ble Damnation it ſelf. It is ſurely jaſt Oc- 
caſion to fear, that ſome of the Flock will 
be deſtroy'd, when they run willinahy to 
the Wolf, and invite him hungry and 
halt-ſtarv'd to the Fold: It is a wel 
grounded Apprehenſion of Danger to our 
Church, when the Chiefeſt of thoſe who 
would be eſteem'd the beſt and moſt faith- 
ful of her Sons, have either actually re- 
belPd, or favour'd greatly thoſe that did, 
againſt a Proteſtant Prince, whom they 
had crown'd their King, to whom they 
had ſworn inviolable Fidelity, in order to 
dethrone, deſtroy, and maſſacre both him 
and his Royal Houſe ; and in his Room 
to hoiſt up a bigotted Popiſh Outlaw, a 
{worn inveterate Enemy to our Religion, 
and to fix upon Him the Supremacy of our 
Church, who had refus'd even a Promiſe 
to protect it ; upon whom his own Church, 
whoſe Power he belicv'd and dreaded, | 
had paſs'd an Authoritative Sentence of | 
Damnation, ipſo facto, if he ſhould ever | 
be prevail'd upon to do it. 

THE Danger indeed would have been 
leſs, and our Apprehenſions leſs grievous, 
if thoſe mighty Patriots and Churchmen 
had been ſingle or alone in this infamous, 
this Helliſh Attempt; but their Power to 
bring ſo great a Part of their implicit Fol- 
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lowers and Admirers into it, added much 
to the Jeopardy, and brings an equal Ac- 
ceſſion of Grief to thoſe who have the 
Safety of their Religion really at Heart; 
it looks as if a general Apoitacy from our 
Proteſtant Church was intended by them; 
for it is very ſtupid to believe, that a Man, 
or any Party of Men, would refuſe a Per- 
{on the Complement of a Religion, the 
molt ſacred Obligations of which could 
not bind their Conſciences, after they had 
yielded up their Liberties, their Eſtates, 
and their Lives to his Service, and his Ar- 
bitrary Diſpoſal. 5 
INDEED God was pleas'd in a moſt 
remarkable manner to defeat his their 


firſt Attempt ; to deſtroy them with a 


Blow as ſudden, tho' not ſo final and fo 
fatal, as that of Sennacharib; and the King, 
the apparent Favourite of the Almighty, 
was pleas'd in a manner as remarkable to 
ſhew Mercy, and reach out Forgiveneſs : 
The moſt wicked and obdurate Heart, it 
was believ'd, would have been mov'd by 
the former, and the moſt Ungrateful be 
affected by the latter; every one began 
to pleaſe himſelf with the Proſpect of 
Tranquility and Peace, and thought the 
Time was come, in which with Safety 
we might turn our Swords into Plow- 
ſhears, and our Spears into Hooks of N 
An 


[6 ] 


And really if this had been the Conſe- 
quence, if this Good had been the Fruit 
of that Evil, it would, I own, have been 
highly improper at this Time to have 
made Stedfaſtneſs to the Proteſtant Reli- 

gion the Subject of an Exhortation. 
BuT ſhort was the Pleaſure of that 
Proſpect; the Rebellion indeed was ſup- 
preſs d, but the Spirit of it continu'd, and 
became more infolent and domineering 
than before ; the Mercy of the King was 
accounted Cowardice, and the Hand of 
God as ſlightly regarded by them, as by 
the Hoſt of Egypt, and the harden'd Heart 
of Pharaoh; new and daily Inſurrections, 
Seditions and Riots infeſted our great 
City, Papiſts ſwarm'd in greater Num- 
bers, and with leſs Caution and Secrecy 
than ever, the People were dos'd with 
freſh Poiſon, more favourable Sentiments 
of Popery were inſinuated, and many of 
the Unthinking were perſuaded to believe 
it innocent and harmleſs; Pamphlets of 
Sedition and Treaſon were diſpers'd a- 
mong the Populace, ſome of them wrote 
even by a Foreign Miniſter, contrary to 
the Honour of Kings, contrary to the 
Paith and Laws of Nations, and with 
| ſuch Succeſs, as he thought, that upon a 
Calculation he had the Infolence to de- 
clare, that Nine in Ten of us were Rebels. 2 
Afler- 


71 


Aſſertion, I hope, as falſe, as it is impu- 
dent and baſe. With this Notion of a 
general Diſaffection, he enter'd upon a 
Project of invading us, and carry'd on 
the villanous Deſign with a Secrecy un- 
common to a Conſpiracy of that Extent; 
but by the Providence of God, and the 
unwearied Diligence of our Sovereign 
for the Welfare of his People, the whole 
Contrivance was known and diſcover'd 
time enough to put the Nation into n 
_ Poſture of Defence and a State of Secu- 
rity, whoſe Liberties, Eſtates, and Reli- 
gion, were delign'd a Sacrifice to an Herd 
of Northern Savages, ſupported and en- 
couraged by Papiſts, Nonjurors, the Ene- 
mies of the Revolution, and the Scum 
evenof the moſt inferior of our Tribes. 
Ovx preſent Circumſtances being of this 
ſort, it becomes expedient and even ze- 
ceſſary, in all mix'd and great Aſſemblies, 
to inform rightly the leſs penetrating Part 
amongſt us, to inſtil true Principles, to 
bring them to a. juſt Senſe of their Hap- 
pineſs and Safety under the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration, and to fix the wavering and 
unſettled, by exhorting them to be /fed- 
faſt and anmoveable, | 1 


STEDFAST, Tt, to the Proteſtant 
Religion. | | S 
9 2aly, 
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..2d4ly, To our Lawful, Rightful, and 
Proteſtant Sovereign, whom the Laws of 
Birth, the Laws of Selt-Preſervation, the 
Laws of the Land, and the Laws of God 
have made our King, the ſupream Head 
both of our Church and State. 


 - 1ſt, BE ſtedfaſt to the Proteſtant Reli- 
Frags it is LAS in the Church of 
England, retriev'd, repair'd, re- eſtabliſh'd 
by the glorious and happy Revolution, 
and reſcu'd from extreme Danger by the 
ſeaſonable Acceſſion of our preſent moſt 
gracious Sovereign to the Throne. 

. IT is grievous certainly when we men- 
tion the Church of England, to be under a 
ſort of Force to explain what we mean by 
it, but we muſt do it; for it ſeems, in the O- 
Pinion of our Adverſaries, there is a Church 
F England, the only Catholick and Orthodox 
too, which we never heard of till /ately, and 
I believe ſooner than they intended we 
ſhould, which: bears in the Front of it 
the /urprizing Epithet of Nonjuring. 

I conſiſts of a few outwardly pious, 
and I believe as Y ET, Proteſtant Monks, 
ſwell'd with ſpiritual Pride, bladder'd-up 
with pompous Notions of a Royal Prieſt- 
hood, /zterally taken, of ſpiritual Thrones, 
Dominations,: heavenly Powers, and ce- 
leſtial Principalities, inveſted in them Lp 
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Rants beyond the Madneſs of Moorfields, 
or the wild Enthuſiaſm of Venner; they 
expect hourly the Peoples Deliverer, and 
with the Obſtinacy of a Jew will not be- 
lieve it, tho? he is certainly come, and now 
actually in the third Year of his Reign. 

T + is Obſtinacy engages them in Se- 
dition, Treaſon and Rebellion ; and the 
Enthuſiaſtick Notion of being Immediate 
Ambaſſadors from God, Plenipotentiaries 
of the Moſt Hizh, puts them upon at- 
tempting to dethrone Kings, and erect 


new Monarchies, and to rob God, by 


whom Kings reign, of the Power which 
he has reſerv*d to himſelf, of putting down 
one and ſetting up another, : 

Nor only Kings are ſubject to this 
Church, but the Souls of their People are 
entirely at the Diſpoſal of it; the Keys 
of Heaven and Hell, without a Metaphor, 
they believe, are really lodg'd with her 
Clergy, and a plenary Authority given 
to them to admit into the One, or com- 
mit to the Other, by a Sentence, lite the 
Laws of the Medes and Perſians, which al- 
tereth not. 

THe v not only believe it, but have alſo 


practisd upon it; and Woe be to this Na- 


tion, if the Power be really given to them, 
for they have peremptorily pronounc'd the 
whole Kingdom in a State of Schiſm and 
Damnation, and no doubt have deliver'd as 
over to Satan accordingly; C Wita 


L103 


Wir theſe Men our Liturgy is in- 
mor al and impious, worſe, as they have 
aſſerted, than the Beads of Popery, and 
the Ave Mary's of the Maſs; they have 
declar'd our Biſhops no Biſhops, the Prieſts 
but Laymen, their Miniſtry izvalid, and 
in Conſequence your Wives Harlots, your 
Children illegitimate, Baſtards and not 
Sous in the Eyes of God, and of Him 
whom they call their King, ſhut out of the 
Covenant of Grace, and debar'd all Claim 
to the Benefits of Baptiſm, and Regene- 
ration by Water aud the Spirit; in a Word, 
they look upon us as the Children of Wrath 
fill, and little better in the Eyes of God 
than Heathens, Pagans, or even the Chil- 
dren of Mahomet. 

IT would give an unpardonable Inter- 
ruption to the more weighty and imme- 
diate Buſineſs of the Day, as well as an 
Affront to your Underſtanding, to enter 
upon any Confutation of theſe wild ex- 
travagant Notions, to mention them cer- 
tainly is enough; and in truth, till fo 
many able Writers, to whoſe Judgment 
it becomes me always to ſubmit, thought 
it expedient to employ their Pens this 
Way, I look*d upon theſe Men ſo much 
beſides themſelves, that a Man of Learning 
might as well diſpute with a Lunatick, or 
hold a Debate with a Patient, while his 
Brains were burning in a Fever. 
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WHEN I exhort you therefore to be 
ſtedfaſt to the Church of Exgland, I ex- 
hort you to beware greatly of theſe Men, 
to deteſt and abhor their Principles, as 
tendiug directly to introduce the worſt 
ſort of Poper ,; and to reſiſt their Perſons 
when they arm againſt you, as they are 
now ready to do, evez «nto (food: It is 
a Canſe worth all that is dear and va- 
luable, even Life it ſelf would be con- 
temptible, if that Caule ſhould be ever 
loſt or given up by us. 

Fox which Reaſon I would perſuade 
you, I would adjure you, to remember 
wizat your Fathers did for this Church, 
and to imitate them in the Defence of it, 
to aſſert boldly your Freedom as they 
did, and to ſtand faſt in the Liberty, both 
Spiritual and Civil Liberty, wherewith the 
Laws of God and our Conſtitution had made 
them free. 

Tur Church of Ezeland neither holds 
nor encourages Principles of Vaſſalage and 
Slavery ; the Law is the Meaſure of the 
Obedience ſhe requires ; ſhe teaches the 
Magiſtrate to obey the Laws, and the 
People to obey him when he does ſo; 
when he turns them behind him, and 
ſcatters Ruin and Deſtruction where he 
goes, ſhe does not ſtifle the natural No- 
tions of Defence, ſhe does not break the 
Weapons of Reaſon and manly Reſolution; 

Ct ſhe 
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ſhe mourns indeed when there is Occaſion 
ior it, but ſhe does not forbid us to hold 
up the Right Hand, and make bare the 
Arm, to {ave our Heaas ; ſhe owns her 
Clergy dependent on the State, and ob- 
liges Them to obey, in the ſame Manner, 
and with the ſame Reſtrictions, as her 
Laity. If the Supreme Powers appre- 
hend them to be tactious or ſeditious, 
and require from them the perſonal Secu- 
rity of Oaths, to ſubmit, to be peaceable 
and quict ; or if without any immediate 
Apprehenſions of Ill Will from them, they 
judge it expedient for the future Safety 
and Tranquility to oblige them to give 
that ſort of Aſſurance, and even to abjare 
the Perſon or Per ſons who are moſt likely 
to diſturb the publick Quiet; the Church 
of England allows and commands them 
to do it, and if they refuſe to acquieſe, 
ſhe yields them up to the Penalties of the 
Law, and claims no Exemption; for ſhe 
certainly abhors the Rebel in the Palhit, 
as well as the Rebel in the Feld. = 
SHE gives no Warrant for this Inde- 
pendency,or Exemption, no more than ſhe | 
does for that Power over the Souls of Men, 
which the Nozjurors have openly declar'd 


| Inherent in the Clergy of their Pretended | 


Church; ſhe forbids Eccleſiaſtical as well 

as Civil Tyranny, neither ſubjecting the 

Souls of the People to the one, nor their 
| Bodies 
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Bodies to the other, but leaves the for- 
mer to the Preſcriptions of the Goſpel, 
and the latter, as I hinted before, to the 
Directions of the Laws. 

EVER W Man's Body and Soul is his 
own, upon Covenants and Conditions; and 
if he acts up to them, no one, either Ma- 
giſtrate or Prieſt, has any Authority from 
God to diſpoſe of them to his Diſadvan- 
tage. 

. he does well, he ſhall certainly be ac- 
cepted by God, however he is rejected or 
dealt with by Man. If he does ill, Sin 
Heth at his Door; he has broken the Cove- 
nant, and unleſs he ſincerely repents, he has 
brouglit a Curſe and Condemnation upon 
himſelf hereafter, tho? he ſhould meet 
with Benediction or Abſolution here: Upon 
the whole, if thou art a good Man thou 
art loos'd in Heaven, tho the who/e Church 
ſhould bind thee on Earth; and if thou art 
a bad Man and Impenitent, thou art bound 
above, tho? thou ſhould'ſt be Jo, below. 

Tu Souls of the Laity are ohe com- 
mitted to our (are, they are not put into 
our Power ; it is our Duty to prepare you 
for Heaven, if we can; admit you into it 
author itatively, we cannot; we are to warn 
you of Hell, we are not to ſentence you to 
it; and if this is not true, the Laity of 
the Church of England are of all Men the 
moſt miſerable, and the Clergy would . 
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ſuch a Task upon them, as would deter 
even the beſt of Men from undertaking 
it; ſo great a Truſt would be deliver'd 
to them, that I believe zo meer Man, who 
carries human Paſſions and Frailties about 
with him, would be able righth to dif- 


charge it; we ſhould all cry out with 


the Apoſtle, Who is ſufficient for theſe 
things? And if the ſufficient Only were to 
be ordain'd to the Miniſtry, we ſhould 
not be eſteem'd by our Enemies a Burden 
to the Nation, or the E/tate of the Church 
unequal to the Support of us; for in a 
few Years we ſhould be reduc'd to leſs 
than the Primitive Number; you would 
not be able to find in your Land Twelve 
Apoſtles or Miniſters, 

I would not have detain'd you ſo long 
upon this Subject, were I not perſuaded 
there was ſome WVeceſſaty for it, and that 
the Frankneſs, the Unreſervedneſs I have 
us'd on both Sides would enſure to me 

our Candour and Forgiveneſs. Certain- 
y never more Art and Induſtry was us'd 
to perplex the Minds of the People, to 
inſinuate different Principles from thoſe 
they have receiv'd and learnt, and bring 
them into great Abatements of their E- 
ſteem of our Church, in order to With- 
draw them 7zztirely from it. y 

Ir would be wrong, they know, to 
call them into Popery at once, they at- 
tempt 


11 

tempt it therefore by theſe Gradations ; 
they beguile them into Opinions really Po- 
piſh, under the ſpecious Pretence of their 
being Proteſtant ; they wreft the Senſe of 
our Articles and Homilies, to favour the 
wicked Intent, and hope by it, to make 
a way to re-eſtabliſh the Church of Rome 
eaſy and open. 

THe ſame Arts were us'd, the fame 
Doctrines preach'd towards the Cloſe of 
the laſt Century, and I believe all will 
agree, there was then a Deſign to deftroy 
our Church, ſubvert our State, and en- 
ſlave both Body and Soul too: And cer- 
tainly it is no Breach of Charity to be- 
lieve, that thoſe who avow them om in- 
tend the ſame thing; they differ in this 
only, the former did it to keep a Papiſt on 
the Throne and juſtify his Tyranny, the 
latter do it, to ſet a Papiſt on the Throne, 
and give him a Power to follow his pre- 
tended Father in all Things. And truly it 
is very ſurprizing, that they do not dread 
the Fate of thoſe Men, whole Examples 
they imitate. 

Bu ſince they are bold enough not to 
do it, keep your ſelves always upon your 
guard; the Enemy is about in various Dif- 
guiſes, he lies in wait to deceive in ſe- 
veral Shapes ; he lays his Nets and adapts 
his Baits to the Genius of the Perſons he 
hopes to enſnare. To the Man, whoſe 

Notions 
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Notions of the Church of England are 
uncommonly exalted, he calls himſelf an 
High- Church. man; to one poſſeſt with the 
Conceit of Indefeaſible Right to govern, 
he calls himſelf a Nonjuror; to the Un- 
toward and Seditious, he appears a Pa- 
triot, and mourns with him over the pre- 
tended Grievances of the Nation ; to the 
Man of deſperate Fortunes, he calls him- 
ſelf a Soldier, prompts him to a Civil 
War, as the ſureſt way to repair them, 
or to raiſe them afreſh. - To the Country- 
man, he complains of Taxes, laments 
hugely the Charge and Danger of an 


Army, tho' an Invaſion is daily expected, 


and perſwades him, that an Army in 
Quarters, quiet, orderly and well-govern'd, 
is more terrible than an Army of Sweaes, 
hungry and ravenous as a Northern Boar, 
throwing Fire and Slaughter round them, 
and making the whole Kingdom a Seat 
of War and a Field of Blood. 

\ To the ſerious Epiſcopal Perſon, he 
appears mightily alarm'd at the Growth 
and Power of the Diſſenters, diſputes 
them out of their Chriſtianity, prefers 
the Papiſts far before them, and leſs to 
be fear'd by the Church of Exgland, tho 
they are arm'd and victorious, than the 
Diſſenters are; and yet at the fame time, 
he joins in a Rebellion with the High- 
landers, the moſt rigid of Diſſenters, as 
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the beſt Security for, and as the trueſt 
Friends, at this Juncture, to what they 
call the Church. 

To the ſcrupulous Man, to one not 
throughly ſatisfy'd with National Oaths, 
he inveighs againſt them when they are 
for the Security of the Government and 
Perſon of our preſent Sovereign; tho he 
readily came into them in the Reign of 
King William, King James being cer- 
tainly alive, and renewed them again in 
the Reign cf Queen Anne, abjuring the 
Pretender at the ſame time, it may be, 
more than once; but on a ſudden ſome 
new Illumination 1s darted in upon him, 
the Iniquity is diſcover'd, and muſt be at- 
ton'd for by a Rebellion, under the Pe- 
nalty of Hell. 1 

Tus E ate ſome of the chief Arts that 
are us'd by our Adverſaries to deceive the 
Vulgat ; and they are in themſelves ſo ſtu- 
pid, ſo inconfiſtent, ſo open to Diſcovery, 
that I ſhould bluſh to warn you againſt 
them, if the Succeſs of them was not too 
plain, too viſible, and too great ; tho? it 
is as apparent as the Sun in its Meridian, 
that the oe, the oni End they have, is to 
deſtroy the Church of England, at leaſt to 
put it to the Hazard of a Million to One 
under a Popiſh Governour, directed by the 
Roman Conclave, and under all the Obli- 
gations of Gratitude and Religion, to be 
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paſſively conducted by it; yet how are the 
inferior People infatuated? How has the 
Witchcraft ſeis'd them? How ready are 
they to promote their own Ruin ; and to 
give a Dagger to a Man, that will cer- 
tainly ſheath it in their Hearts ? 

Ir therefore you have any Concern for 
your holy Religion, any Regard to the 
Memory and Example of your Fathers, 
who fo bravely and with ſuch Succeſs 
ſtood up in the Defence of it, unite againſt 
the common Enemy, unite in Affection, 
in Principle and in Practice; when the 
Tempter aſſaults you, turn him behind 
you, tell him how it is written in our 
Law, and how you read it in the Goſpel, 
and continue ſteadfaſt and anmoveable. Re- 
ſiſt him thus, and he, as well as the Devil, 
will fly from you; and the valuable Bleſ- 
ſings of the Proteſtant Religion, as it is 
profeſs'd in the Charch of Exgland, will be 


continu'd to you and to your Poſterity for 
ever. 


WHeEen you are thus prepar'd, and re- 
ſolv*d to be ſtedfaſt to the Church, you will 
want but little Exhortation to be ſtedfaſt 
to your King, your Rightful, Lawful, Pro- 
teſtant Sovereign, whom the Law's of 
Birth, the Laws of Self-Preſervation, the 
Laws of the Land, and the Laws of God 


have made the Supreme Head both of our 
Church and State, IT 
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I T is inconſiſtent to adhere to the One, 
and forſake the Other ; they ſeem to have 
ſuch a mutual Dependance upon each o- 
ther, that it is hardly poſſible that either 
of them ſhould ſubſiſt long, or happily, 
if ſeparated ; your Aﬀection to them both 
ſhould be equal, the Malice of the Enemy 
againſt them is certainly equal; they are 
ſenſible of their reciprocal Dependance, 
and if they can deſtroy either, they have 
given themſelves Aſſurance, that the other 
will ſympathiſe and fall at once; and 
therefore your Fidelity to them both ſhould 
be the ſame ; for it would be wild to ſa- 
crifice the Head, and hope to keep the 
Body alive: His Riſing to the Throne pre- 
ſerv'd our Church, and his Falling from 
it would ruin it. The Enemy is preparing 
you for a New Religion, by inſtilling zew 
Principles, and DoQtrines, which our Fathers 
were not able to bear ; they are preparing 
you for a New King, by ſecret Whiſpers 
and loud Clamours, by infuſing Jealoulies 
and Fears, inſinuating groundleſs Appre- 
henſions of Danger, alienating the People 
by Accuſations, Pe as the Hearts of thoſe 
that bring them; and to crown the Work, 
they are determin'd to ſupply the De- 
fects of Art and Cunning by Violence and 
Force, 

IN order to it, they have purchas'd Aſ- 
ſiſtance from abroad; they have ſold or 
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pawn'd their Native Country to a deſpe- 
rate Northern Mcxarch, avers'd to Peace, 
and enamour'd of War, dclighting more 
in diſturbing a Neighbour's Kingdom, 
than in living quietly in his on; with 
him they have contracted for an armed 
Hoſt, concerted with him the proper Me- 
thods of invading the Land, at a Time 
when our Ships were laid up in Peace, the 
Army prepar*d to be reduc'd, and the Na- 
tion in no competent Poſture of Defence. 
AN p tho? by the Vigilance of our Go- 
vernours, the ſecret Conſpiracy was made 
open, and Time obtain'd by the Favour 
of the Seaſon to colle& our Force, and 
make ready to receive them, they are yet 
hardy enough to go on, they continue their 
paſſionate Invitations, and live in the daily 
Expectance of joining with him in the 
Ruin of our Country, the Ruin of our 
Monarchy, and the Ruin of our Church. 
HAP any Provocation been given to 
theſe Men, had they themſelves been 
hurt, ill us'd or oppreſs'd; had the Laws 
been infring'd, the Conſtitution invaded, 
or the Church violated ; had the Commu- 
nity groan'd under unneceſſary Hardſhips, 
Injuſtice or Tyranny, they would have 
found Advocates, and a Plea might have 
been for them. | 
Bu r to enter a ſecond time upon ſo 
wicked, ſo deſtructive, ſo damnable a 
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Deſign, when nothing of this, even by 
the moſt Malignant, could be urg'd, and 
made manifeſt ; when all liv'd in Content 
and Satisfaction, when there was uo real 
Complaining in our Streets ; to do it when 
they had but juſt humbled themſelves for 
their laſt Offence at the Feet of their in- 
jur*d Sovereign, when he was every Day 
ihewing Mercy to their Captive Brethren, 
when he had reſolv'd upon a General Adi 
of Indemnity and Pardon, and had made 
Advances in the Abatement of the Num- 
ber of his Forces, that no Umbrage might 
be given to be afraid, or apprehend amiſs, 
either of himielf or his Miniſters : This is 
ſuch an Aggravation of their Sin and In- 
gratitude, that there is no Room for 
Charity, for Excuſe, or for Mercy ; that 
Tongue would bliſter ſure that interceed- 
ed for it. And every Briton therefore 
ſhould light his Torch, and whet his 
Sword ; they ſhould be purſued Face 
Ferroq; till an entire End be made of them; 
that Right Hand deſerves not the Arm it 
hangs upon, that does not preedily graſp 
at the Sword, and make it red with the 
Blood of this Enemy, this Invader of our 
Land, this common Ravager of Kingdoms, 
this Adverſary to our Peace, to our E- 
ſtates, to our Liberties, and to our King. 

TukEs E are the Things your Enemies 
breathe after; theſe are the 9 of 
their 
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their Ambition, their Envy, their Re- 
venge, their Hate inſatiable; and theſe 
are the Things You are to contend for, 
to preſerve, and to defend, at the Expence 
of Fortune and of Life ; they ſhould be 
dear to you as the Apple of your Eye, 
and more precious than the Blood that 
moves your Heart. 

I hope I do not ſeem to deliver my 
ſelf with a Warmth unbecoming the Place 
in which I ſtand ; My Zeal hath even done 
this; I have been ver] jealous for the Lord 
and for the King; and if the Prophets were 
flain, and I Only left alive, I ſhould think 
it my Duty, with the {ame Paſſion, and 
the ſame Reſolution, to expoſe the Cun- 
ning of the Enemy, and exhort you, nay 
join with you, to oppoſe his Violence and 
Fury. 

Tur Ideas T have of a Civil War, be- 
gan by an Invaſion of Foreigners, whoſe 
hungry Throats open wide to ſwallow 
down the Plenteouſneſs with which God 
has bleſs'd us, are very terrible, and the 
Conſequences, if they ſucceed, more ter- 
rible: For then, inſtead of a Proteſtant 
King to rule our Land, it would bow 
down in SubjeCtion to a Popiſh Viceroy, un- 
der double Obligations to Proteſtant Beg- 
gars, and covetous Papiſts, ſawn aſunder 
as it were between them both, and under 
equal Vaſſalage to both. E 
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INS T EAD of Liberty behold Oppreſſion, 
inſtead of Truth, a Lye; inſtead of a Bi- 
ble, a Legend ; inſtead of a Liturgy in a 
Known Tongue, a Form of Prayers in a 
Language unknown; inſtead of Prayers to 
God, Rants and Ejaculations to Saints and 
Angels; inſtead of Plenty and Abundance, 
Penury and Famine ; for our Gold and Sil- 
ver, behold Copper and Iron; inſtead of a 
publick Aſſize, a private Inquiſition ; in- 
ſtead of Suits for Eſtates by Judges and 
Juries, Arbitrary Determinations ; inſtead 
of Tryals for Life, Death, at the Will of 
the Governour, and that too, ſudden as 
the Wheels of Sweden, or the Bowſtrings 
of Tarky. | 

T 1 x Fountain of Juſtice would be 
ſtopt and ſhut up which has hitherto been 
open to all, and for the Eaſe of the more 
remote Parts, like the Nie in Egypt, twice 
a Year, in this manner, overflows your 
Land, by which Property 1s ſecured, and 
our Right to Live, in no Danger but from 
our ſelves. Theſe and many more would 
be ſad and dreadful Effects of our Remiſ- 
neſs in adhering to, and defending our 
King in this, and all other Aſſaults againſt 

im. 

AN d ſure the Heart of that Engliſh Pro- 
teſtant and Subject, that does not burn with 
Rage and Reſolution at the Thoughts of it, 
muſt be cold as the Waters of Winter, of 

the 
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the frozen Mountains of the North. 

INDEED for the Inhabitants of thoſe 
Mountains, who know not what it is to a- 
bound, who have been always acquainted 
with Poverty and Want, and are Strangers 
to Fulneſs and Plenty, whoſe Coffers hold 
not Gold, nor their Cheſts Silver; For theſe 
Men, when they ſee your Hills cover'd 
with Cattel, and your Sheep bringing forth 
Thouſands, and Ten Thouſands in the Folds; 
when they ſee your Valleys ſo thick with Corn, 
that they laugh and ſins ; when they fee your 
Banks heaping up Silver as the Duſt, and fine 
Gold as the Clay; when they ſee your Ware- 
houſes big with the Treaſures of India, and 
the Ships of Traffick ſupplying daily the Con- 
ſumpt ion of your Uſe : When theſe Chil- 
dren of the Defart ſee the Garden of Eden 
before them, no wonder if they obey the 
Call, and endeavour to i, and take Poſ- 
ſeſſion, upon every Invitation or Probabili- 
ty of Succeſs. 

Bur for the Inhabitants of Eden, for the 
Proprietors of Paradiſe, to give it up in Ex- 
change for a Wilderneſs, 1s ſuch a conſum- 
mate Stupidity, as cannot poſſibly be ac- 
counted for. It is an act Tranſgreſſion 
which Original Sin does not prompt to, nor 
the Corruption of Nature at all plead for. 
Adam ventur'd Paradiſe, 'tis true, but he 
did it upon a Perſuaſion that he ſhould ber- 
ter himſelf ; that at leaſt he ſhould grow 
wiſer 
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wiſer than he was, and know Good and Evil; 
theſe Men do it kzow:nely, for the worſe ; 
they give Wildom for Folly, Knowledge 
for Ignorance, the greateſt Good for the 
worſt Evil; they give Valleys for Moun- 
tains, and ſpringing Waters for a Puddle. 
AND have theſe Men any {ſuperior Ge- 
nius? Has their Underſtanding any pecu- 
liar Brightneſs ? Is there any extraordina- 
ry Love of their Country, that they ozly, 
as is pretended, ſhould have the Rule and 
Conduct of it? Or is it worth our while 
for their ſakes, to bring the Plague of a 
Civil War upon our Land, and pave their 
Way to the Seats of Honour with the 
{laughter'd Carcaſſes of our Fellow Sub- 
jects and Brethren? Verily, it is not. 
Hp you are under your preſent Go- 
vernours, and happier ſtili will you be, if 
you adhere to them, and ſtudy to be quiet, 
minding your own Buſineſs, and leaving the 
Management of Publick Affairs to thoſe in 
whoſe Hands you have repos'd them. Ay 
Change would be for the worſe : But a 
Change obtain'd by a War would bring 
Calamities upon us, which the Tongue 
cannot expreſs, nor the ſtouteſt Heart ſub- 
{iſt under; it would bring Brankrupts to 
pay the National Debts, Beggars to prey 
upon your Eſtates, Traytors to lord it 
over your Liberties, Atheiſts and Papiſts 
to change and ſcttle anew your Religion. 
E THE 
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Tur Preſervation of all theſe Things 
conſpire to enforce this Exhortation, to be 
Stedfaſt to your King; he is the very Life 
and Spirit of them all; in him they conti- 
nue, by him they ſubſiſt, and in his Ab- 
ſence they would be dead and worthleſs, 
as the Body without the Soul. 

T1v s does the Voice of Intereſt and 
Self-Love call you to adhere firmly to your 
Sovereign;and give me leave to aſſure you, 
that the Voice of his perſonal Merit is as 
loud for that unmoveable Attachment to 
him: When I reflect on his Wiſdom, his 
Courage, his Honour, his Religion and fin- 
cere Affection to his Subjects, I am fome- 
times inclined to believe that an envious 
Spirit begun, what the rebellious Spirit had 
attempted to accompliſb. 

GRreAT are the Pains that are taken to 
_ fully his Character, and draw ſome Veil 
over the Brightneſs of his Virtues ; all 
that the Malicious could invent, or the 
Crafty inſinuate, has been continually done 
to amuſe the People, and fink his high 
Character amongſt them; even his be/# 
Actions have been traduc'd, and for want 
of real Miſcarriages, they make his very 
Virtues to be his Crimes. 

BurT give no Ear to thoſe wicked Men, 
to their Aſſemblies be not united; I do in my 
Conſcience believe, and do aſſure you here 
in the Houſe and Preſence of God, —_ 

ar 
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far as IJ am able to judge of Men and AQi- 
ons, the World affords not a Perſonage 
faller of thoſe Perfections, which ſhould 
make him lov'd as a Mau, or honoar'd as a 
King. 

EUROPE is a Witneſs of this; our omn 
Eyes have ſeen it, and our own Conſciences, 
if we will ask them fairly, are a convincing 
Teſtimony. 

I appeal to the Breaſt of his blackeſt E- 
nemy, what has he left undone, that he 
ſhould zot have done for us? or hashe done 
any thing that he ſhould have left undone? 
Are not the Tables of your Laws whole in 
his Hands? Has he daſh'd them in Pieces, 
tho? you have rebelPd againſt him, and are 
inclin'd to a Romiſh Idolatry, as ſurprizing 


as the Molten Calf of Aaron? Has he 


broke any ſingle Article of his Obligations 
to you? Has he departed in the /eaſt from 
his Royal Word? Does he not give you 
daily Aſſurance to continue it, and as often 
confirm that Aſſurance by an uninterrupted 
Courſe of Actions? He certainly loves and 
will defend your Church, he encourages 
and enlarges your Trade, he has rais'd 
your Credit from a [izking to a moſt flou- 
riſhing Condition, he has made your Na- 
tion the Honour and Exvy of the World, 


which began to be the Jeſt and the Re- 


proach of it. 
AND this the Enemy us and ſees it 
with 
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with Sorrom, and therefore all the evil Spi- 


rits of Hell have been ſummon'd upon 


Earth to bewiich the People, and make 
them believe the Lye: which are every 
Moment thrown out amongſt them, that 
they may at laſt join in the damnable De- 
ſign, of deſtroying both them and their 
King. 

BE therefore deaf as Adders to all their 
Clamours ; let not the Noiſe of the Sedi- 
tious move you, nor the Trumpet of the 
Rebellious call you to War; Know you not 
that there is Bitterneſs in the End? The Bit- 
terneſs of a double Death, Tempora! and 
Eternal, 

Wu ever falſe Colours our Enemies 
caſt upon their AQtions, in what manner 
{ocver they varniſh over their Deſigns to 
deccive the Unwary, aſſure your ſelves 
the Diſpute is only between Papiſt and 
Proteſtant, between Liberty and Slavery, 
between Plenty and Poverty, between a 
flouriſhing fruitful Land, and a barren fro- 
zen Wilderneſs. Be Stedfaſt to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and to the King, and you 
will certainly determine the Controverſy 
on your own Side; oppoſe the Enemy 
with Reſolution to the Laſt ; abound always 
in this Work of the Lord, and the King, and 
your Labour ſhall not be in vain. 
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